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Wittering Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024 - 2025

	Date this summary was published
	January 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	January 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Charlotte Blake

	Name of local music hub 
	Peterborough Music Hub



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Music teaching at Wittering Primary School aims to follow the specifications of the National Curriculum; providing a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum and ensuring the progressive development of musical concepts, knowledge and skills. At Wittering we believe that music plays an integral role in helping children to feel part of a community, therefore we provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music performances, children showcase their talent and their understanding of performing with awareness of others.
Lessons enable children to develop their skills, appreciate a wide variety of music and begin to appraise a range of musical genres.
The aims of our Music curriculum are to develop pupils who:
• Enjoy and have an appreciation for music.
• Listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, cultures, styles and traditions.
• Can sing and use their voices to create different effects.
• Create and compose music, both on their own and with others.
• Use a range of musical language.
• Make judgements and express personal preferences about the quality and style of music.
• Take part in performances with an awareness of audience.

Music teaching at Wittering delivers the requirements of the National Curriculum through use of the Music Express scheme of work.  Music lessons are broken down into half-termly units and an emphasis is placed on musical vocabulary, allowing children to talk about pieces of music using the correct terminology.
Each unit of work has an on-going musical learning focus and lessons usually follow a specific learning sequence:
• Listen and Appraise
• Musical Activities   
• Singing and Voice
• Playing instruments
• Improvisation / Composition
• Perform and Share
Our progression model also follows the same learning sequence to ensure all interrelated elements of music are covered and implemented.
We begin each week with a singing assembly on a Monday morning and the children come into the assembly listening to a piece of music by a different composer which changes each month.
Within the EYFS setting, music is an integral part of children’s learning journey. Rhyme and rhythm are utilised throughout the learning of phonics, handwriting and mathematics. Children learn a wide range of songs and rhymes and develop skills for performing together. Singing and music making opportunities are used frequently to embed learning, develop musical awareness and to demonstrate how music can be used to express feelings. They also follow the Music Express scheme of work.
Observations have shown all pupils engaged and active during the lessons, including SEND. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Music tuition, choirs and ensembles
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Children from EYFS to Year 6 have the opportunity to participate in Rocksteady band lessons each week where they can learn guitar, drums, keyboard or voice culminating in a performance concert at the end of the block of lessons.
Years 5 and 6 learn to play a brass instrument and are taught each week by one of our own teachers culminating in a performance at our Open Evening Concert.
Pupils in Years 5 and 6 also have the opportunity to join the school choir and to participate in the annual Young Voices concert. The school choir is open to KS2 children on a weekly basis, with the average number of pupils being in the range of 30-40. Pupils in the school choir meet after school and focus on singing in unison, developing harmony and having fun! The school choir also have the opportunity to perform in the school Open Evening Concert and have sung at a range of events both in school and at other venues for example SOKE Singers. 


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Performance is at the heart of musical teaching and learning at Wittering and pupils participate in a range of performances during their school ‘career’. These include nativity (EYFS), Christmas production (KS1/KS2), Open Evening Concert and a Leavers Performance (Year 6). Pupils also take part in Harvest assemblies and singing assemblies. Pupils who are confident are encouraged to perform in solo performances. Parents are invited and welcomed to watch all of these performances whether at school or outside of school. Year 6 also take lead role in a Christmas Carol service at RAF Wittering.
The choir have the opportunity to attend the Young Voices concert every year.
Children who participate in Rocksteady Music lessons participate in a termly performance to the school and parents.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Pupil Premium - update the register of Pupil Premium children engaged in extra-curricular music activities; review budget and ensure equality of provision for children who cannot afford to access paid-for provision. 
CPD and capacity planning – plan CPD for classroom teachers to increase confidence in singing in the classroom and delivery. 
Links with external music organisations and Peterborough Music Hub – to support recruitment of children for instrumental and after school activities, alongside inspiring future musicians and opportunity to see a live concert. What are the opportunities? Maintain ongoing contact. Music Mark Membership. 
Performance opportunities – broaden the range of performance opportunities for children in school and beyond for parents to attend: Young Voices, Spring Music Showcase Concert – for visiting music teachers’ students, choir and music ensemble; class music assemblies for parents showcasing music curriculum music; Nativities and class/key stage productions. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Musical engagement with feeder secondary schools– look for opportunities to work with feeder secondary school for transition.
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