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Policy for Religious Education May 2024
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Wittering Primary School (WPS) RE policy is written in line with the most recent Peterborough City Councils Agreed Syllabus for RE 2023-2028. The law specifies Religious Education must be taught in all schools, although it is not a part of the national curriculum.

Overview

WPS, through its teaching of RE encourages an ethos of respect and mutual understanding and provides a good foundation for encouraging positive interfaith relations both within school and in the wider community.  Alongside the school’s specific values; Resilience, Creativity, Community, Belonging, Equality and Responsibility, RE at WPS primarily promotes RESPECT, but also TOLERANCE and UNDERSTANDING (a development of a positive attitude to world views through knowledge and understanding and Religious literacy) This is achieved through good quality, adaptive teaching, learning and discussion. (Pedagogy -the method of how teachers teach, in theory and in practise) Whilst Christianity is taught predominantly across the key stages for 50% of the time, with other religions, initially taken from our own pupil’s religions followings and from the immediate and wider community and society, we now including Humanism.  The term ‘Worldview’ is now used and the syllabus adopts the following definition ‘describes the way in which a person encounters, interprets, understands and engages with the world.’
WPS actively supports and promotes ‘Fundamental British Values’ as part of their provision for SMSC where pupils learn to integrate and embody school values in their everyday conduct. These values include “…..mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and those without faith” (Ofsted 2017:40). The official guidance on Fundamental British Values states that pupils should develop “an understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs is protected in law” as well as “an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour.”
WPS adopts a number of strategies for communicating school values including the weekly teaching of RE within the classroom (although units can be blocked), use of displays in corridors, main hall and classrooms, recognising and celebrating the diversity within the school of pupils, through assemblies and community events. Integrating values throughout the curriculum, exploring values in areas such as literature, art and history and through the use of our extensive range of teaching resources that reflect diversity of religion and belief can help to deepen pupils’ understanding. WPS continues to practise an ‘enquiry based’ approach to discussions with pupils during RE, allowing opportunities to explore misconceptions of children’s beliefs and to help build trust and encourage genuine acceptance of the school values. 
WPS promotes Positive Interfaith Relations ,referred to as World views, promoting tolerance and social cohesion between children of different religious/non-religious backgrounds. Humanism units are being introduced in Lower and Upper KS2.  Many children identify themselves as ‘non-religious’ or ‘holding no religious faith.’  Any religious belief held in school, once identified, is recognised and discussed sensitively within the children. WPS promotes values of acceptance of and respect for difference and creates a climate where racism and religious intolerance are not accepted. Should either arise this will be reported directly to the head teacher. WPS will endeavour to accommodate pupils who require specific prayer/ spiritual arrangements and cater for food and fasting dietary requirements.
Legal Requirements Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based, and which:  
· promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils, and 
· prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life and all state schools... must teach religious education... all schools must publish their curriculum by subject and academic year online. ‘The national curriculum in England: Framework document’, September 2013
Legislation
RE at WPS is taught in accordance with the local Agreed Syllabus which state  ‘creates a framework that meets the current legal requirements. -1988 Education Reform Act (ERA).  At the same time, it is flexible enough to allow schools to make the syllabus relevant to the needs of their children, which can grow as the subject develops.’ 23-28 policy document.
· The ERA stipulates that RE is compulsory for all children, including those in the reception class who are less than five years old.
· The syllabus must ‘reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are, in the main, Christian while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain’
The right to withdraw from RE 
In England, parents and carers have the right to withdraw their children from RE. They also have the right to withdraw their child from part of RE and can do so without giving any explanation.    However at WPS we would strongly encourage discussions with the head teacher and RE lead with units of learning be shared prior to the parents/carers final decision being made .
Where a pupil has been withdrawn, the law provides for alternative arrangements to be made for RE of the kind the parent or carer wants their child to receive (Section 71(3) of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998). This RE could be provided at the school in question, or the pupil could be sent to another school where suitable RE is provided if this is reasonably convenient. If neither approach is practicable, outside arrangements can be made to provide the pupil with the kind of RE that the parent or carer wants, and the pupil may be withdrawn from school for a reasonable period of time to allow them to attend this external RE.
More information on the right to withdraw and how to handle an application at https://www.natre.org.uk/ Guidance: dealing with withdrawal from RE.
Teachers also have the right to withdraw from the teaching of RE. However, this does not apply to teachers who have been specifically employed to teach or lead RE. (23-28 Syllabus)
Aims of RE are to enable pupils to:

· develop religious literacy (see below)
· acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions and world views represented in the United Kingdom. 
· develop an understanding of the influence of the beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures.
· develop attitudes of respect towards other people who hold views and beliefs different from their own, including those with no views.
· develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious issues, with reference to the principal religions and world views represented locally and in the United Kingdom. 
· be able to make comparisons between world views, discussing similarities and differences between them.
Religious Literacy
Religious Literacy is the knowledge of, and ability to understand, religion, beliefs, practices, spiritual insights and secular worldviews. It plays an important part in preparing pupils for life in modern Britain. Its importance is increasing as globalisation has created greater links and migration between societies of different faiths and cultures. Someone who is religiously literate is able to talk with fluency and understanding about religion and belief. WPS actively encourages all children to share their beliefs. A crucial aspect of religious literacy is through school RE.

Planning, teaching and learning
2023 syllabus recommendations British society is changing. RE as a subject, must reflect the current and future needs of pupils in a world of diverse identities, with multi-religious, multi-secular worldviews and holders of no belief, and in matters of justice, such as climate, race and equality.
· Reference now must be made to the term ‘worldviews’ and links where possible to comparing and contrasting similarities and differences between views held when teaching and reflecting on other religions learnt in school. (‘Worldview’ describes the way in which a person encounters, interprets, understands and engages with the world.”)
· There is a shift in the way we view the subject. For example, elements of Substantive Knowledge, Ways of Knowing and Personal Knowledge will require knowledge of pathways to understanding (Religious Literacy)
· Religious Literacy (to have knowledge about, and be able to articulate, world religions and how these are interwoven with culture and politics) the 4 main principles of which are-
1. Religious expression is distinct for the critical study of religion.
2. Religions are internally diverse.
3. Religions change and evolve over time.
4. Religions influences are embedded in all areas of human activity.
It outlines three types of knowledge that pupils should make progress in:
	substantive knowledge: 
	substantive knowledge: knowledge about religious and non-religious traditions 
• core concepts
 • truth claims
 • teachings and practices 
• behaviour and responses of adherents wider concepts such as spirituality and secularity how worldviews work in human life

	ways of knowing 

	ways of knowing pupils learn ‘how to know’ about religion and non-religion, incorporating methods from academic disciplines

	personal knowledge 

	pupils build an awareness of their own presuppositions and values
 • the religious and non-religious traditions studied
 • the lived experience of adherents 
The study of the relationship between religion and worldviews is thus a core element of the substantive content of the subject 



The new syllabus continues to recommend that all key stages use ‘enquiry’ based methods when planning and delivering units of work and use a range of approaches that match different types to learning for example:
· ‘Big Questions’ are used as the focus of an enquiry method approach, the enquiry process allows pupils’ to progress in RE and this progression is defined and assessed.
· use experiential and creative activities where pupils can develop their insight into the ‘experience’ of religion.
· use reasoned argument and debate where pupils can explore controversial issues.
· using investigative and interpretative skills where pupils need to gather, analyse and present information. 
· planning sequences enquiries to make sure pupils build effectively on prior learning and can see the relevance of their investigations. 

The benefits of enquiry approaches are:
· Pupils develop a deeper understanding, going beyond simply learning facts to handling ideas and questions.
· Pupils increase confidence as learners; discussion is no longer teacher-led, pupils have ownership.
Developing a Whole School Approach-  WPS ensures that diversity of religion and belief is recognised and accommodated and this helps to create an environment in which all pupils feel valued. This will be reflected in school policies, ethos and pupil engagement. An individual pupil’s religion and beliefs will also be recognised and addressed within school. (Audit in process) Diversity of religion and belief in WPS is addressed through; developing a whole school approach, promoting positive interfaith relations and world views, providing good quality Religious Education, holding inclusive assemblies and collective worship, recognising many hold a non-religious view, recognising and marking religious festivals and celebrations from Christianity and the different faiths, and engaging with parents and the wider community. Reverend Gary from Wittering Church also conducts a termly assembly.
WPS diversity of religion and belief will be clearly communicated and understood by all existing and new staff when they join the school. (Including dinner staff, secretaries, TA’s and parent helpers) WPS will communicate its position to parents of pupils and of prospective pupils to help to pre-empt issues of resistance or confusion. 
Christianity is studied at WPS in all Key Stages for 50% of curriculum time. The remaining 50% covers all other religions including Humanism. Humanism is a new addition to the KS2 syllabus. The curriculum lead and year group teachers plan termly according to the whole school framework ensuring continuity and progression throughout the key stages. Existing and new units are continually evaluated and relayed to the RE lead for considered changes to be made. 
Following the new syllabus launch and staff consultation, the units taught in RE are being reviewed over a two years period (23-25).
 The choice of which other religion(s) to study in KS1 should be relevant to the experience of the pupils in the class/year group and local demographic, including non-believers. Humanism is now being taught in KS2. Where Christianity is the only religion present the school will choose the other religion to be studied. 
  However, by the end of KS2 all major religions (Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism) and a secular world view (Humanism) must have been studied.
WPS encourages all pupils visit the village church or other Christian place of worship and we make all efforts to plan visits to other local religious buildings of other faiths. Visitors from different faiths and world views are encouraged. When neither visits nor visitors are possible then the use of virtual tours and resources are used.
Opportunities for combining religions is encouraged ie; comparing and contrasting similarities and differences. Discussion during each unit, planning for opportunities to include making comparisons and discussing similarities and differences must be made.
RE is a statutory part of the core curriculum for all pupils, including those with learning difficulties. Planning for their specific needs may be required. A multi-sensory approach can be helpful in planning RE for children with special needs.
	EYFS
	Will follow EYFS framework. Minimum 30 hrs teacher-led activities 
Teaching RE to reception requires a multi-sensory approach, providing opportunities for pupils to learn about themselves, others (personal and social development) and the world (understanding the world) and to develop pupils’ abilities to express themselves (communication and language, literacy, expressive arts)

Through the knowledge, skills and understanding reception pupils should develop positive attitudes towards other people and their right to hold different beliefs. 
Teaching should enable pupils to begin identifying their own uniqueness and that of others.

	KS1
	Christianity. Schools should also draw on the background of the pupils to choose one or more other faiths.
Buddhism, Hinduism,  Humanism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, 
	Experiential and enquiry approach. Starting with family, neighbourhood and special times. Concentrating on the similarities of religions
	Minimum of 36 hrs in a school year
(5 hours of this can be allocated to RE day)

	KS2
	Christianity, five other world religions, humanism and an acknowledgement of other world views.
Buddhism Humanism,  Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism,

	Experiential and enquiry approach. Moving from the local to the national and international examples of religion. Exploring diversity, similarities and differences within and between religions, humanism and other world views.
	Minimum of 45 hrs in a school year
(Approximately 1 hour/week and 5 hours allocated to RE day)


Religions deal with some of the most profound and difficult questions in human life, questions such as:
· What is the purpose of life?
· How should people treat each other?
· How do we explain and cope with death and suffering?
WPS planning and delivery of RE takes into account these questions and addresses them sensitively with pupils appropriate to their age and aptitude. 
· to enable them to ask questions 
· to discover information, to approach new material with empathy
· to reflect on their learning. Pupils should not only acquire knowledge but also be able to use their knowledge to understand their world, build community, and develop their personal position. 
· Encourage pupils to explore religions, engage with their knowledge, and reflect on their learning and their lives.
Monitoring and accountability 
All schools must publish their RE curriculum for each academic year on the school website. (currently under review- to be completed by summer ‘25) RE must be included in the curriculum for all registered pupils, including all pupils in reception classes.
At WPS monitoring of RE is carried out by the curriculum lead is in line with the school policy and the syllabus’ LEA directed time requirements.  Annual termly planning, pupil voice, teacher diary and pupil book scrutiny are completed and fed back to staff, HT and SMT. 
Assessment
Foundation Stage assessment is against the Early Learning Goals for Understanding the World and recorded on the Foundation Stage Profile.
Assessment Progression Targets (statutory) 
There are two progression targets in RE; good and outstanding RE will achieve a close relationship and a balance between these targets over a unit of work. 
PT1 – Knowledge and understanding of religion and worldviews Enquiring into, investigating and understanding religions and beliefs. This includes thinking about and interpreting religious beliefs, teachings, sources, practices, ways of life, and ways of expressing meaning with reference to the specific beliefs and religions studied. 
PT2 – Responding to religion and worldviews Questioning, exploring, reflecting upon and interpreting human experience in the light of religions and beliefs studied. This includes communicating reflections, responses and evaluations about questions of identity, belonging, diversity, meaning, purpose, truth, values, and commitments making increasingly insightful links to the specific religions studied
See separate document for year group specific Progress targets.
The RE agreed syllabus prescribes neither what is taught nor what is assessed.  Our curriculum is a rolling program over two years and learning is built upon from the previous years. Planning can be changed according to the religious following of children in a specific year group or key stage to consider their religious experiences. Alongside everyday assessment (recorded in teacher diaries) and PT 1/2, two/three pieces of purposeful work should be recorded per term, per child, evidencing the earning that has taken place in that unit. 
RE and the wider school curriculum
RE plays an important role in preparing pupils for their future, for employment and lifelong learning. It enhances their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by:
· Developing awareness of the fundamental questions raised by human experiences, and of how religious teachings can relate to them.
·  Responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions and other belief systems, relating them to their own understanding of worldviews and experience. 
· Reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their study.
Similarly, although RE and Collective Worship can enrich each other, RE cannot be replaced by or delivered through Collective Worship.

Resources
WPS has a collection of artefacts used for RE relating to the six principal religions that we cover.  We have a set of six professionally produced ‘faith’ boxes containing items typically used by its members during everyday worship or celebrations. Artefacts, posters, videos, online resources etc. are used to extend the children’s understanding of the religions. Books and photographs are undoubtedly necessary when teaching about world religions; we have a good selection available. We also have Good News Bibles available for class reference work.  We have a RE reference section in the school library where books can be easily used.  

Visits and Visitors
WPS encourage regular visits to our local C of E Church, All Saints at Wittering, for reference to the building, observation of artefacts and to study religious ceremony and annual celebratory events. Reverend Gary  and The Padre of RAF Wittering visits school to take assemblies throughout the year. First hand visits to other buildings of worship are encouraged. Peterborough Cathedral is within reach, so too are the Mosque and the Hindu temples - all welcome school parties. 

Conclusion
WPS, through an enquiry based teaching approach, aims to give its pupils a better understanding of the different beliefs and customs, their own identity and belonging, and the cultural diversity of the world (worldviews), and more specifically the continually changing country, in which they will continue to grow up in and live. 
By the end of year 6, and their time at WPS, we aim for our children to have a good awareness of the different religions and Worldviews. They will be able to talk confidently, demonstrating their own religious literacy, about different faiths making comparisons between religious and non-religious beliefs and practices. We hope our pupils will have learnt to show respect and consider the thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of others around them through gaining a deeper understanding.

Peterborough & Leicester are our nearest, multi-cultural cities. Some of our nearest schools in Peterborough are greatly weighted with Asian families, Muslim, Hindu and Sikh, worshipping in Mosques, Temples and Gurdwaras and we hope that by teaching about other faiths early in the children’s’ education we will enhance their understanding of modern British society and worldviews and prepare them for meeting peers of varying non/religion and custom, if not here at Wittering, almost certainly at secondary school.

Claire Cadwallader. 
RE Curriculum lead

To be reviewed June 2026 
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